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Editorial notice
This is an evidence-based, Indigenous-centred foundation for a multi-nation history, not a definitive 
voice for every Indigenous people. No invented eyewitness testimony, dialogue, or ceremonial 
instructions are presented. Narrative passages reconstruct general historically documented 
circumstances, not the life of a named person. Nation-specific variation and uncertainties are 
identified. Living cultures and sovereignty continue into the present.

The earlier project manuscripts are preserved separately in the transfer package. This edition 
incorporates and reorganizes their themes; it does not claim to reproduce or independently verify 
every claim in those drafts.

1 | Before the sails: many worlds, many homelands
Long before a European ship entered the Caribbean, the Americas were home to diverse societies 
with their own languages, political institutions, technologies, trade routes, and spiritual traditions. A 
river could be a road, a boundary, a source of food, and a place of remembrance at once. No single 
scene could represent a Maya town, a Haudenosaunee settlement, an Inuit coastal camp, and an 
Andean farming community. [S1, S2]

Picture the work of a community rather than a fictional hero: a child learning the seasons by 
watching adults prepare nets, a craftsperson shaping wood, a family putting food aside for cold 
months, elders teaching routes and responsibilities. The particulars depended on the nation, ecology, 
century, and family. These are documented kinds of activity, not an invented diary.

Across the hemisphere, Indigenous farmers domesticated and developed maize, potatoes, beans, 
squash, peppers, and other crops. Trade and gift networks carried goods and knowledge across 
enormous distances. [S1, S3]

2 | Water is a road: Great Lakes and river generations
For Anishinaabe and neighbouring Great Lakes communities, water travel joined fishing places, 
settlements, gathering areas, diplomatic meetings, and trade networks. Birchbark canoes, where 
locally used, joined lightweight bark coverings to shaped wooden frames, roots, and sealing 
materials; craft traditions varied. Portages connected watersheds, turning lakes and rivers into long-
distance routes. [S1]

An ordinary travel day required knowledge of wind, currents, shoals, weather, shorelines, and places 
to carry a canoe between waters. The St. Lawrence, Ottawa, Great Lakes, Mississippi, and tributary 
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systems linked people long before colonial commercial routes reused parts of these networks. The 
river was never empty territory.

French traders and later companies depended on Indigenous guides, traders, canoe builders, and 
diplomatic relationships. Exchange could offer opportunities but also expose communities to disease, 
debt, warfare, and growing settler demands. [S1]

3 | Buffalo country: generations of movement and belonging
Across much of the Plains, buffalo sustained food systems, housing materials, clothing, tools, and 
ceremonial life. Hunting practices varied over time: pedestrian communal drives and jumps 
preceded the widespread use of horses; later horse cultures reshaped travel and hunting. Families 
did not simply wander aimlessly behind herds; they followed informed seasonal strategies and 
maintained relationships to particular territories. [S4, S10]

Imagine a camp at work after a successful hunt: meat cut for immediate cooking and drying, hides 
processed for specific uses, bones and sinew kept for other tasks. Each job required skill, cooperation, 
and teaching. This is a general composite of historically recorded practices, not a claim that every 
Plains nation used identical methods.

In the nineteenth century commercial hide hunting, railroads, settlement, ecological pressures, and 
policies intended to weaken Plains nations brought buffalo near extinction. The National Park 
Service describes a fall from tens of millions to fewer than a thousand by the 1890s, with uncertainty 
in exact estimates. Destroying a food source also attacked social independence. [S4, S5]

4 | Forest, field, shore: food through the seasons
Communities adapted foodways to their environments. In parts of the Great Lakes region, harvesting 
manoomin (wild rice), gathering berries, tapping maple trees, fishing, and preserving foods 
supported seasonal life. Agricultural nations in eastern North America cultivated maize, beans, and 
squash in varied combinations. Coastal peoples used sophisticated marine harvesting methods. [S1, 
S3]

Cooking and preservation involved combinations of roasting, boiling, smoking, drying, fermentation, 
earth ovens, pottery, baskets, and stone or wooden vessels depending on region and period. The 
knowledge was technical: timing harvests, preparing safe stores, maintaining equipment, and 
understanding seasonal conditions.

Food was also social: harvest labour, reciprocal exchange, feasting, and instruction connected 
generations. Colonial displacement could cut families off from fishing sites, planting grounds, and 
traditional harvest areas.

5 | Houses, hides, fibres, and the work of skilled hands
A tipi was not the universal Indigenous home. Depending on region and period, people built 
longhouses, wigwams or wiigiwaams, plank houses, pueblos, earth lodges, snow houses, and many 
other structures. Materials included timber, poles, bark, woven fibres, sod, earth, stone, hides, and 
snow. [S2]



INDIGENOUS HISTORY OF THE AMERICAS  •  RESEARCH EDITION

Clothing likewise reflected climate, materials, status, and artistry. Some communities used hides, 
others woven cotton or plant fibres, and many used combinations. Adornment could carry personal, 
family, or cultural meaning; it was never a single pan-Indigenous costume. [S2]

The historical story includes craft expertise: knowledge of wood grain, hide treatment, stitching, dye 
materials, beadwork, weaving, canoe balance, and shelter ventilation. Details belong to particular 
nations and should be credited accordingly.

6 | The first invasions and the unequal encounter
From 1492 onward, European colonization developed unevenly across the hemisphere. In the 
Caribbean, Indigenous communities faced conquest, forced labour, epidemic disease, and profound 
demographic loss. Spanish conquests in Mesoamerica and the Andes were shaped by Indigenous 
alliances and resistance as well as European military actions.

Colonial records sometimes describe agreements as voluntary where coercion, unequal power, or 
incompatible understandings of land were present. Yet Indigenous peoples also negotiated, traded, 
fought, and used diplomacy to protect communities. Describing every European as personally 
deceptive would conceal the more precise historical evidence: specific broken promises, policies, and 
acts of dispossession.

This narrative must be expanded through Taíno, Maya, Nahua, Quechua, Mapuche, and other 
Indigenous-authored histories before it can claim hemisphere-wide depth.

7 | Trade, treaties, wars, and promises contested
Indigenous trade networks existed long before European arrivals. Colonial trade introduced metal 
goods, firearms, textiles, and new market pressures, while European powers sought furs, hides, land, 
military allies, and transport knowledge. Negotiations were shaped by distinct political systems and 
understandings of treaty obligations. [S1, S9]

Wars and resistance must be described through specific nations and events: the Pueblo Revolt of 
1680, the Haudenosaunee and Wendat conflicts in the Great Lakes, Pontiac’s War in 1763, the 
Cherokee removals, the Dakota War of 1862, the Red River and North-West resistances, and the 
Plains Wars. Each had different causes and participants; none should be compressed into a single 
continuous conflict.

Treaties were not mere historical curiosities. Many Indigenous nations continue to understand them 
as living commitments, while colonial and national governments often interpreted them differently. 
The original treaty text, oral negotiations, and subsequent implementation must all be examined. 
[S9]

8 | The buffalo vanish; the schools arrive
As settlers, railways, and commercial markets expanded, Plains peoples confronted declining buffalo 
herds, military coercion, and confinement. At the same time, other Indigenous nations faced loss of 
fishing rights, removal from homelands, and attempts to restrict cultural practices. [S4, S5]
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In Canada, residential schools separated children from families and attempted to suppress 
Indigenous languages and cultures. More than 150,000 children attended; many never returned. 
Survivors’ testimonies and institutional records document the system and its enduring 
consequences. [S6, S7]

The generational story must make room for parents who resisted, children who survived, and 
communities who kept teachings alive. Their words should come from authorized testimony, not 
dialogue invented by an outside author.

9 | Service and the languages that endured
Indigenous people served in the world wars as soldiers, nurses, scouts, and communications 
specialists. Diné (Navajo) code talkers in the Pacific and other Indigenous language speakers helped 
protect military messages. Their service is historically significant, though the claim that the Allies 
necessarily would have lost the entire war without code talkers is not demonstrable.

The contrast is stark: languages that assimilation policies sought to erase also proved valuable in 
wartime. The larger story includes Indigenous veterans’ return to societies where rights and 
opportunities remained unequal. Nation-specific biographies and military records are essential for 
the finished chapter.

10 | The present is another generation, not an ending
Indigenous peoples continue to govern nations, restore languages, protect rivers and fisheries, 
maintain artistic and medicinal knowledge, and reclaim buffalo relationships. The National Park 
Service documents modern tribal buffalo restoration work. [S4]

The story should close not with disappearance but with continuity: descendants researching treaties, 
elders teaching language, artisans transmitting skill, and young people carrying knowledge into 
contemporary life. These are living nations, not remnants of a vanished past.

Publication work still needed: Indigenous co-authorship or review, authorized first-person 
narratives, regional historical timelines, maps, and a claim-by-claim bibliography.

Narrative method and evidence
No fictional named characters, quotations or dialogue have been added. Composite descriptions are 
explicitly identified. For an authentic multigenerational story, later editions should commission or 
license community-authorized oral histories, memoirs and testimonies.

Source key and research bibliography
[S1] Smithsonian Native Knowledge 360 — https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/about/essential-
understandings

[S2] Smithsonian Lifeways — https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/faq/did-you-know

[S3] Smithsonian Landscape and Croplands — https://americanindian.si.edu/visit/dc/architecture-
landscape
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[S4] NPS People and Bison — https://www.nps.gov/subjects/bison/people.htm

[S5] NPS What Happened to the Bison — https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/what-happened-to-
the-bison.htm

[S6] NCTR Residential School History — https://nctr.ca/education/residential-school-history/

[S7] NCTR Mandate — https://nctr.ca/about/our-mandate/

[S8] Library of Congress Indigenous Collections — https://guides.loc.gov/indigenous-peoples-
americas

[S9] Smithsonian Nation to Nation — https://americanindian.si.edu/nationtonation/

[S10] National Park Service Bison History — https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/historyculture/bison-
management.htm

Additional books for cross-checking: Charles C. Mann, 1491; Pekka Hämäläinen, Indigenous 
Continent; Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States; Thomas 
King, The Inconvenient Indian; Andrés Reséndez, The Other Slavery; Edward Benton-Banai, The 
Mishomis Book. These books are recommended for consultation, not represented as fully read or 
quoted here.

Publication status: research foundation; not a comprehensive or Indigenous-authorized definitive 
history of the Americas.
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